Page 16—New Musical Express 13 January, 1990

@® Rockis bad foryou—  andscreaming guitar:
OFFICIAL! According, i i minie weeks
thatis, to DENNIS e g
VAUGHAN, top classical risingtide ofc e.
conductor and author of 4
avirulently anti-pop

blast in this week’ =
soaraway M. e

act

g
associate withthe s
Rock, says Denni
the body “with soun
alienate it fromits n
emotional climate”
no longer behavein
emotional way”. Sci

nstables, Tory
Il sorts of weird

‘wonderful says Den, justtake
“glassy-eyed weare
kheads HATE rock Walkmans on the tu
usic.

But when someone as sensible
Dennis Vaughan—top

e | classical conductor and
‘Fares please!’. . . Top baton-wielder Dennis Vaugha acknowledged experton
waits for the inevitable caption about Debussy acoustics — shakes his baton
conductors. . . angrily at all those drum machines

ejaculation”. Add th
licking and sucking
microphones and D
that the confusion b
mockintimacy and t
distance between p
the audience s seri

with our brains.

DENNIS, YOU'RE
| tracked you down t
Covent Garden flat. ¥
herbal tea and whilst
firm and lean physiq
possess foraman o
(probably down tot
aerobics you practic
me some VERY QU

LISTEN TO YOUR
'FAVOURITE BANDS

0898 622 060 Guns ‘N’ Roses
0898 622 061 Skid Row
0898 622 062 Motley Crew
0898 622 063 Bon Jovi
0898 622 064 Poison

0898 622 065 LL Cool Jay
0898 622 066 Kool Moe Dee

Calls charged at 25p per minute cheap rate
38p all other times. Dialdyne Ltd, P.0. Box 9509 WC1 N3XX.

, live and let dribble, and
what has this got to do with
Brother Beyond anyhow?

You said that you didn’t blame
allviolence on rock music.
Violence is in our blood, you said,
rock music just brings it out. So
what about bloody classical
music-drenched Weimar
Germany? | sneered politely. Try
blaming The Third Reich on AC—-
DC! And to be fair you didn’t. You
blamed Hitler on the strict
upbringing German parents give
to their children. | coughed
nervously but the alarm bells in
my head were ringing OTHER
PLANETSVILLE HIPPY TIME
ORWHAT?

Look, Dennis, | said, so maybe
they have got lots more opera
houses in Germany thanin
Britain, and maybe their teenage

ine changed Baily

men are less likely to brick your

teethin for fun but Germanyis a
ROCK WASTELAND! Name one
decent rock band that Germany
has produced in 30 years of
trying. THERE ARE NONE!
Dennis, | said, Britain is the envy
of Rock Europe. Kids from Milan,
Rome, Berlin, Paris —they flockto
London to get away from the huge
women in horned helmets singing
about f—ing swans. Except |
didn’t say f—ing. Aha, you said:
“You are leaving out a whole
.range and variety of human
emotions. They’re new to you
because you've lived and grown
up with rock. It's like eating only
one food. Fish and chips or
nothing. | think everyone should
have a wide experience.”

Um, whatyou mean Dennisis a
“wide” experience that doesn’t
include rock music. Alt
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musicians wi
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“relate to the Oneness of others”.

Er, do you have a particular
spiritual belief?

“I believe whatis in that book. |
believe in spiritual awareness.”

Oh, Dennis, | thought you were
going to blind me with pure
science and | find you've gota
religious belief system up your
sleeve! | asked you, given that
you partially blame crimes of
violence, including child sex and
football hooliganism, on rock
music, would you say that my
behaviour during the interview
was typical of arock fan?

“No because | think you're very
intelligent, very open and you're
ready to explore.”

Is it fair to try and sum up your
argument by saying that a human
being, to be a full person, to be
ds to have access to

frus latent violence that
was twisting every bone in your
body?

“Well, er, no. At 16 | was solidly
into classical music, | was playing
the organ like a devil, | was
playing the bass in a classical
orchestra and had a little swing
group which | ranin the evenings.
But, uh, lwas balancingitout. . .”

AND THAT’S the crux. Denn
doesn’tunderstandthe musi
he’scriticising. He's never
screamed his head off or wet
knickers at a Beatles or Bros
he’s never strutted to Eddie
Cochran at the local church h
disco, he’s never masturbatei
guts out on an electric guitar;
never danced himselfinto a
throbbing slobbery atan A
bash, he’s nevertriedto g
the first Slayer album.
racists and Christial
fundamentalists
Dennis attacks#

degradation.
o the CIA General

a is a satanist, amurderer
d adrug dealer. He also
possessed a massive classical
music and opera CD collection.
My flatmate Martin is a very nice
person, a socialist and a diamond
geezer. He f—ing HATES
classical music and he only hits
people for very good reasons.
Then again, itis rumoured that
Ceaucescu was a Big Fun fan.



