@ As the case against
rock music hots up in
American courts
obsessed with the
power of music over
young minds, STEVEN
WELLS talked Channel 4
into stumping up the
airtime and the airmiles
to launch the fullest
investigationyetinto
the censorship debate.
Here’s his report.
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In my specially-bought M&
suit | flew to the USAto make a
documentary for Channel 4—
Dancing With The Devil—about
rock music censorship. We had
started by filming aninterview in
London with the lead singer of
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We interviewed the Rev Peters’
brother whilst his normally
inseparable sibling Dan was away
opening a TV station. Hoveringin
the background was another Rev
whose church houses the Truth
About Rock offices. He'san
ex-TV newsreader and he still has
the chiselled good looks, the Ken
haircutand the salon tan. He
invites us to help ourselves to the
anti-abortion literature and the
little pink plastic foetuses from the
table atthe back. Thenit'stime to
go record burning.

Ourresearcher, Simon, gets to
sitinthe Peters’ vanin between -
Steve and his wife.

“And what are yougoing to say
when ybu meet Jesus Christ?”
they ask him. The trip is full of
moments like these—where the
pastor asks us all to close our
eyes in silent prayer, or wave our
arms about and sing along or
come to the front if we want to be
saved. . . . Abandin shirts and
ties and sensible slacks plays
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Itis full of curious mistakes —
the lead singer of T-Rexis
misspelt as “Marc Bolen”, The
Dead Kennedys are described
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asks Steve. “Why don’ tthey
songs about eating your brussels
sprouts?” There's a strong streak
of gay-bashing to the show. Steve
sneers at “Girl George” and when
he tells the audience that,
apparently, Angie Bowie once

constantly arguing
trying to make itinto a Swells-
style rant and rave at the fuddy-
duddies. She goes for amore
balanced approach—whichis
perhaps just as well really.
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~ Asidefromthe obscenity raps
faced by 2 Live Crewin Florida,
the big case of lastyear was the
prosecution brought by the
parents of two youths who blew
their heads off with a sawn-off
un after allegedly having

rJud:

disb
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Meanwhile, Emmathe qu
producer is pulling her hair out
because the proposed record
burning which she desperately
wants to geton filmis under
threat. The Rev, whose church
thisis, is more than a little worried
about the environmentaldamage:
a stack of burning black plastic
might cause. He and Steve
compromise. Only the sleeves ge
torched.

“How 'n hell do you make this
look like Nuremberg?” | ask
Emma as Steve and the Christian
kiddies dance around the small
pile of lighter-fuelled sleeves. Itis
40 below and my face doesn’t
work any more.

“GIVE US AJAY!” roars Steve.
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The band were adamanﬁﬁh
werehidden messages “people
would be dropping like flies all
over the world! And if we’d have
had the ability to put subliminal
messages there we’d have said
‘BUY MORE RECORDS’ or
something likethat. ..”

The case collapsed after singer
Rob Halford played the judge a
tape he’d made of other “hidden
messages” that appeared when
the album ‘Stained Class’ was
played backwards including
“Hey, Ma, the chair’s broken” and
“It's so fishy, personally I'll own

::WHAT [?’OES THAT SPELL?” it”. So easyisit, infact, tofind

“JESUS! “hidden messages” on any
NE\éV[i)-iﬁT DO THESE ROCKERS . record played backwards that

“JEéUS!” J s Priest: Any messages for your fans out there boys? several DJs now regularly feature

this in their shows, notably Chris
Morris (formerly of GLR) and
NME's very own David Quantick
and Terry Staunton on BBC
Radio 5 recently.

1991 isthe year that Ozzie
Osbourne getsitin the neck. At
least 15 sets of bereaved parents
whose suicided sons allegedly
listened to Ozzie are awaiting the
outcome of a case broughtby a
Mr Waller of Fitzgerald, Georgia,
whose son Michael shot himselfin
front of friends at a party two
months before his 17th birthday.

“The song that he played last
was Ozzy Osbourne’s ‘Suicide
Solution’,” says Mr Waller. “And
then, just like someone turned a
bright light on me, | realised what
he had said to me two weeks
earlier— ‘O Oz has the solution’—
and | realised where he had
gotten the idea to commit
suicide.”

Trish Heimer of the Record
Industry Artists Of Americais
adamantthatit's not Ozzie that's
the problem when a kid kills
himself.

“No, that poor kid had
tremendous problems before,
during and after listening to rock
music. . . People are looking for
scapegoats, if your kid is sitting in
his room listening to the same
record over and over for eight
hours, | don’t care what that
record is, you might want to think

. about knocking on the door and
saying— ‘Johnny, is everything
oK'?”

K iller Jim Hardy: Venom
made himdo it. Ordid they?

But what about the case of our
lastinterviewee, Jim Hardy? A
heavy metal fan currently serving
life without parole in the Missouri
State Penitentiary, he and a friend
aschoolmate to death with
1seball bats and dumped the

y in a water cistern.
“We played some Venom on
e way there, justto getusinthe
0od, | guess youcouldsay. . .
e looked for the lyrics that would
stify what we were doing. The
words of the songs did have a big
influence on me. | was totally
committed to listening to Black
Sabbath.”

So Ozzy made youdoit?

“That'sacopouttome.Imeanl|
really feel that’s a cop out. It just
doesn’tmake any sense atall. |
mean that's just like some cattle
roper getting drunk at the bar and
finding out that his old lady is
cheating on him and going out
and killing three or four people
and people are gonna say, you
know, did Country music make
you want to go out and kill that
guy? That's justkind of acopout. |
mean, sure, it might have given us
the hearttodoitbutitdidn’t cause
us todoit and that's the important
question.”

@ Dancing With The Devilis

broadcast on Channel 4, Friday,
April 19.
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